
Report to: Place and Economic Development Sub-Committee, 27th January 2020

Report of: Corporate Director - Place

Subject: SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY AND BUILT 
FACILITIES STUDY – FUNDING REQUEST

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Members recommend to Policy and Resources Committee a budget 
allocation of up to a maximum of £30,000 to cover the costs of producing 
the Playing Pitch Strategy and Built Facilities Study evidence base work as 
part of the 2020/21 Budgeting setting process.

2. Background

2.1 The South Worcestershire Councils (Worcester City Council, Malvern Hills District 
Council and Wychavon District Council, known collectively as the SWCs) are currently 
reviewing the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) with a view to 
extending the plan period until 2041. As part of this review, the SWCs have been 
updating the Infrastructure Delivery Plan to identify those elements of infrastructure 
that are required to meet South Worcestershire’s needs to 2041.

2.2 The previous iterations of Worcester City’s Playing Pitch Strategy and Sport/Built 
Facilities Study evidence were carried out in 2015 and 2010, respectively (as part of 
wider South Worcestershire reports). This evidence is now considered to be out-of-
date. Evidence for local plans is generally required to be up to a maximum of two 
years old at the time of submission to the Secretary of State for examination. 

2.3 Consequently, without up-to-date evidence, consultation body Sport England (who 
require particular methodology requirements to be satisfied) will object to the plan at 
examination.  Therefore, there is a requirement to renew the current Playing Pitch 
Strategy and Built Facilities Study evidence base prior to submitting the Plan for 
examination next year (2021).

2.4 In terms of indicative cost estimates, Worcester City Council is seeking funding to 
match the allocations of Malvern Hills and Wychavon District Councils. Based on 
discussions at Officer Steering Group, the overall requirements of the work, and 
similar previous studies, it is estimated that a maximum of £30,000 per local 
authority is required (£90,000 overall). However, the actual cost of the work could 
come in under the maximum allocation. 

2.5 Worcester City Council is therefore seeking a budget allocation of up to £30,000 to 
cover the costs of this work. 



3. Preferred Option 

3.1 The preferred option is to obtain agreement of the budget allocation as set out above 
and progress with the Playing Pitch Strategy and Built Facilities Study work. 

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 The alternative option is to not agree a budget allocation for the Playing Pitch 
Strategy and Built Facilities Study work. However, a lack of updated evidence 
relating to Playing Pitches and Built Facilities will likely result in an objection from 
Sport England at the Local Plan examination in public. There is a risk that the SWDP 
could be found ‘unsound’ and therefore result in a substantial delay to the adoption 
process. 

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications
The evidence base updates require a financial commitment of up to a maximum 
allocation of £30,000 (per local authority). The actual cost of the work could come in 
under this maximum allocation. There is no existing reserve that could be allocated 
to this exercise. Therefore a City Plan Fund allocation would be required.

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
A lack of updated evidence relating to Playing Pitches and Built Facilities will likely 
result in an objection from Sport England at the Local Plan examination in public. 
There is a risk that the SWDP could be found ‘unsound’ and therefore result in a 
substantial delay to the adoption process. 

5.3 Risk Implications
A lack of updated evidence relating to Playing Pitches and Built Facilities will likely 
result in an objection from Sport England at the Local Plan examination in public. 
There is a risk that the SWDP could be found ‘unsound’ and therefore result in a 
substantial delay to the adoption process. 

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
None

5.5 Equality Implications
None

5.6 Human Resources Implications
None

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
None

5.8 Social, Environmental and Economic Implications
Failure to provide up to date evidence to inform Playing Pitch and Built Facilities 
provision for the Local Plan may result in it being found ‘unsound’ at examination 
and may then result in an insufficient supply of the required infrastructure needed to 
support sport and leisure activities in Worcester City and the wider South 
Worcestershire area. 
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